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THESIS: Drawing movements and their relation to the development of representation
in drawings of young children.
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Year Appointment (Work
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1995 Assistant, School of Occupational Therapy, Hebrew University | 25%
1999-2000 Post-Doctoral, Department of Experimental Psychology, 100%
University of Bristol, UK
2001 Post-Doctoral, Department of Psychology, Ben-Gurion 50%
University
2002-2004 Lecturer, Department of Behavioral Sciences, Ariel University. | 50%
2005-2010 Lecturer, School of Education, Bar-Ilan University. 100%
2011-2015 Senior Lecturer, School of Education, Bar-Ilan University. 100%
2016-2020 Associate professor, School of Education, Bar-Ilan University. | 100%
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Virginia
2018 Visiting Scholar, Utrecht University, The Netherlands
2025-curent Head, the Harris program for infants, toddlers, and their
families
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Name Year | Thesis Title
Tehia Hagoel 2007 Three- tg ﬁve—year-olds drawings, sculpture, and language as a way of expression.
Occupation: Kindergarten head.
. The relationship between theory-of-mind and emotional understanding as expressed by
Liat Ilan 2008 . . .
language and drawings. Occupation: School advisor.
Orli Strulovich | 2009 The r.elatlon between.motor legrmng, drgwmg, and language in children with language
impairment. Occupation: Special education kindergarten head.
Si Mahler 2009 The relations between creativity of first grade children, mother-child interactions, and self-
regulation. With Prof. Pnina Klein, Z.L, BIU.
Afaf Libnawi 2010 | Cognitive flexibility in drawings of Arab bilingual children. Occupation: School consultant.
Jennie 2010 Cognitive flexibility in drawings of English-Hebrew bilingual children. Occupation:
Berberich-Artzi Childcare consultant.
Nathan Ben The relationship between children's behavior during leave and take and quality of childcare
David 2010 | in 24- and 36-month-olds. Occupation: Kindergarten teacher and lecturer at the Hertzog
v College.
. Learning and memory consolidation gains in the acquisition of a motor skill in females with
Liat Carmel 2011 ADHD. Occupation: Occupational therapist.
Haia Abu Asba | 2012 The relatlgn be.tween motor 1egrn1ng, drawing, sculpturing and language in children with
language impairment. Occupation: School consultant.
Aia Mansur 2012 Four- apd five-year-old children's comprehension and production of drawn facial
expressions.
Hiba Hadiga 2012 | Motor skill acquisition in young female adults with ADHD.
Relationship between gender and parental knowledge of daycare centers. Occupation:
Bracha Shraub | 2013 | ¢ '} therapist. With Dr. Cilly Shohet, BIU.
Ttzik Asulin 2013 The effect of locomotion training on behavioral regulation in 5-year-olds. Occupation: Gym
teacher.
Riki Meir 2013 The acqulsmon‘of a grapho—motor learnl.ng task in kindergarten children as compared to
adults. Occupation: Occupational therapist.
. Parental Knowledge and Parents' Participation in Daycare Centers in Isracl. Occupation:
Tami Elbaz 2013 Childcare consultant. With Dr. Cilly Shohet, BIU.
Parental knowledge and parental perception of quality in daycare centers in Israel.
Liat Avisrur 2013 | Occupation: Childcare teacher. Occupation: Childcare consultant. With Dr. Cilly Shohet,
BIU.
Tal Mishael 2013 The effect of mc?tor tralnlpg on the development of executive functions in 4-year-olds.
Current occupation: Martial arts teacher.
Carmit Almo 2013 Caregiver-child interaction in relation to friendships in toddlerhood. Observations made
& during lunchtime. Occupation: Daycare head. With Dr. Cilly Shohet, BIU.
Inbar Keldes 2014 Parental rn.edl.at.lon durlr}g the re.adlng ofa pllcture book. Occupation: Head of a day care
center for individuals with special needs, Chimes, Israel.
The effect of the passage of time on the memory consolidation process in children and
Hana Wattad 2014 adults (2014). Occupation: School teacher.
Miri Nachum 2014 Lar.lgl.lag.e gr}d drawing: dlffere.nces in ch11dr§n s graphics interpretation with reference to
their inhibition scale. Occupation: Private childcare.
Moran Shai 2015 Caregiver-child interaction in relation to friendships in toddlerhood. Observations made
during morning separation. Occupation: Kindergarten teacher. With Dr. Cilly Shohet, BIU.
The association between the mother's verbal-emotional communications and children's
Hila Peretz 2015 | emotional understanding in low socio-economic status. Occupation: Childcare consultant.
With Dr. Ariela Waniel, BIU.
Karen Siam 2015 The role'of Drz.lwmg Strategies in the comprehension of science a scientific text.
Occupation: High school teacher.
Adi-Marom 2015 Execgtlye functlgnmg anq language of forelgn workers a1'1d refugee chlldren in a multi-
linguistic educational environment. Occupation: Occupational therapist.
Using painting and sculpture in the process of teaching science in kindergarten and its
Yona Bar-Tov 2015 impact on the degree of spontaneous use of them. Occupation: School teacher.
. The relation between motor learning and executive function in children with language
Roni Berke 2015 | . . . . . .
impairment. Occupation: Special education kindergarten teacher.
. The relation between executive functions and the understanding of emotions in preschool
Neomi Nadler 2015 . . .
children. Occupation: Kindergarten teacher.
Nehama Shaya | 2016 The relationship between motor learning and executive function in 5-year-old children.

Occupation: Kindergarten teacher.
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Name Year | Thesis Title
The association between a mother's verbal-emotional communications and children's
Shani Salinas 2016 | emotional understanding in medium-high socio-economic status. Occupation: Kindergarten
teacher. With Dr. Ariela Waniel, BIU.
Michal 2016 The association between parenting style and the mother's verbal-emotional communication.
Leubotzky Occupation: Kindergarten teacher. With Dr. Ariela Waniel, BIU.
Ayelet Arad 2016 Parental knowledge and perception regarding the quality of daycare in Israel: Is it possible
to make a difference? Occupation: Childcare consultant. With Dr. Cilly Shohet, BIU.
Ori Levy 2016 Thg association between socio-economic status and daycare quality measures. Occupation:
Childcare consultant
Carmit Omer 2016 The Relation of Parent-Child Facial Resemblance with Parental Investment and Relationship
Quality. Occupation: School teacher. With Dr. Or Catz, BIU.
Michal Kallush- 2016 The Impact of Continuous Maternal Depression on Triadic Interaction between Parents and
Atia their Pre-School Children. With Prof. Ruth Feldman, BIU.
Valery The Relationghip b‘etween thought processes which l.ead to crea.tivi‘ty and execu?ive
Burdman 2016 | functions: Is it similar for convergent thinking and divergent thinking? Occupation: Speech
therapist.
The effect of stimulant adherent on learning and consolidation of procedural memory in
Dafna Baltzar 2016 | adolescents diagnosed with ADHD irrespective of medicinal treatment. Occupation: Head,
private childcare.
Vered 2017 Does informing childcare headmaster of parental daycare knowledge affect later parental
Goldvasser knowledge on child? Occupation: Childcare consultant. With Dr. Cilly Shohet, BIU.
Ecological observation of mother-child interaction and attention capabilities of 12- to 18-
Yamit 2017 month-old infants, among infants with self-regulation and sensory processing disorder and
Karabelnick among infants with typical development. Occupation: Training consultant, Early Days
Autism, USA. With Dr. Nurit Jeagerman, BIU.
Differences in maternal behavior during mother-child interaction between mothers of infants
Ravit Pinto 2017 with regulation disorder of sensory processing and mothers to of typically development
developing infants. Occupation: Training consultant, Autism. With Dr. Nurit Jeagerman,
BIU.
Brestel Gitit 2017 Long term procedurgl memory deficits in DCD diagnosed children. Occupation:
Occupational therapist.
The level of mastery motivation-ecological perspective in premature babies born during
Orly Neiger 2017 | weeks 32-35. Occupation: Physiotherapist. With MD Iris Morag, Safra's Children
Hospital and Dr. Ela Bin, School of Medical sciences, Tel-Aviv University.
Abeer Joron 2019 Leaning to understand emotions by drawing facial expressions. Occupation: School
counselor.
Amira Serhan 2019 Does ﬁx.ed/variablle motor. practice improve literacy achievements in second grade students?
Occupation: Physiotherapist.
. Examining mechanisms of direct contribution, strengthening and reciprocal compensation
Yael Addadi- . . . . .. . , .
Bar 2020 betwefl:n executive functhns and visuomotor 1nteg?at10n in children’s handwriting in second
and third grades. Occupation: Occupational therapist.
Doaa Abd- Comparing learning of two modalities of a grapho-motor task by kindergarteners and adults.
. 2021 . . .
Elhadi Occupation: Occupational therapist.
. An intervention for developing emotional expression abilities in preschool children and its
Noam Yadlin 2021 implementation during thepcogid—l9 pandemli)c. Occupation: PresEhool teacher.
Sima Banitta 2023 Sad but happy: understanding mixed emotions by preschool children, and transferring the
understanding of mixed emotions to hidden emotions. Occupation: Preschool teacher.
Nadav The? re?latio.nship among fathers' r.epresent'ation of their child, parental e;fﬁcgcy, anq parental
Friedman 2024 | optimism, in fathers of young children with or without sensory regulation difficulties. With
Dr. Ariela Waniel, BIU. Occupation: therapy with horses.
The association between structural characteristics, caregivers' knowledge and beliefs about
Sharon Yahav 2024 | sleep and daily schedule, and the management of sleep routines for infants in ECEC settings.
Occupation: Sleep consultant.
Shirly Dotan 2024 Motor skills.and motor learni.ng:. the relatipn to langugge in children with Developmental
Language Disorder. Occupation: Occupational therapist
Orly 2024 Stability, Social Support, and Burnout in Early Childhood Education during and after
Hershkovitz Covid-19. Occupation: Early childhood, Ministry of Education.
. . Mother and child interaction during motor learning for children with varied language skills.
Talia Shiner 2025

Occupation: Occupational Therapist.
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Being supervised today (approved proposal):

Name

Thesis Title

Irit Dar

The effect of haptic feedback on shape identification and copying

Noy Simchoni

The effect of haptic feedback on shape identification and building

Hilla Gur Arye The relationship 1t')etween sle.ep, learning, and memory in infants up to one year of age -
The effect of adding a morning nap on declarative memory.

Adi Shalpuk From Pandemic to War: A Longitudi.nal Anglysis of Burnout and Turnover among Early
Childhood Educators across Successive National Crises (2020-2025)

Hila Azulay Intention to leave the profession and actual turnover among early childhood educators: personal,

emotional, and organizational factors.

Ph.D Students:

In the past:
Name Year | Thesis Title
Shoshi Motor skill acquisition. Occupation: Senior lecturer, Gordon College. With
Dorfberger 2008 . . . . .
. Prof. Avi Karni, Haifa University.
(Haifa)
The use of PCA-Loreta in Epileptic source localization. Occupation: High-tech
Yaki Sterm 2009 | industry, EIMINDA (Brain Network Activation technology). With Prof. Mina
Techir, Math Department, BIU.
Process and structural quality of nonmaternal care of 6- to 36-month-olds and
Reli Cohen 2013 | their language development and peer relations at 36 and 54 months.
Occupation: Teacher, Levinsky College. With Prof. Pnina Klein, Z”’L, BIU.
The effect of medication on the learning and memory consolidation gains in
Orly Fox the acquisition of a motor skill by qdolescent boys with ADHD. Occqpation:
(Haifa) 2013 | Lecturer and Board Member, the Zinman College of Physical Education and

Sport Sciences at the Wingate Institute, Israel. With Prof. Avi Karni, Haifa
University.

Mona Julius

The acquisition and predictive value of a grapho-motor learning task
2015 | A comparison of three age groups. Occupation: Lecturer, Levinsky College of
Education.

Inbal Shamir

Comprehension and production of gestures within pre-school children with
Specific Language Impairment (SLI) and children with Cerebral Palsy (CP),
pre- and post- motor and semantic intervention plans. Occupation: Lecturer,
Beit Berl College of Education. With Prof. Nira Mashal, BIU.

2017

Academic achievements in reading and writing of second graders with and

Chagit Holander | 2020 | without learning disabilities: Associations with procedural learning, and the
effect of an exam related warm-up. Occupation: Occupational therapist.
What Did You Discover Today in Preschool? The Physical Learning
Environment Design that Promotes Inquiry and Discovery — Perceptions and

Neta Perry 2020 Attitudes of Teachgers, Parents and Pre(ichgolers Occupa{i}:)n: Lectuprer,
Levinsky College of Education. With Dr. Ornit Spector-Levy, BIU.

Libby An ipterventiog program for‘ understanding t.he math.ema'tical'foundations in

Azaryahoo 2020 | music and music's contribution to mathematics learning in third and fourth
grade. Occupation: Lecturer, Levinsky College of Education.

Rafat Ghanamah | 2020 | The effects of practice schedules on grapho-motor skill acquisition, retention

(Haifa) and transfer, and developmental differences in acquisition, retention, and
transfer. Occupation: Occupational therapist. With Prof. Avi Karni, Haifa
University.

Hazar Eghbaria- | 2021 | Recitation of rhymes in a structured intervention for kindergarteners to

Ghanamah enhance pre-literacy and literacy abilities in literary Arabic: short and long-

(Haifa) term benefits. With Prof. Avi Karni and Dr. Yasmin Shalhoub-Awwad,
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Haifa University

Etti Avraham

2021 | The relationship between the kindergarten teacher's educational perceptions,

her self-efficacy and professional self-image to her perception of the
kindergarten's organizational culture and parental knowledge about the
kindergarten. Occupation: Kindergarten teacher. With Prof. Yaakov Catz,

7L, BIU.
Being supervised today:
Name Year of | Thesis Title
approval
Mooly Kochav- | 2025 The Tango of Motor & Language Development
Lev
Gal Elias 2025 Physical activity and sedentary behavior, the perception of the environment as
enabling opportunities for physical activity, and motor competence in
childhood
Zohar Gadasi 2026 Learning Math and Arts in 4-6 year olds.
Orly Hershkovitz The effects of educational studies intervention for early childhood staff on

childcare staff and quality
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COMPETITIVE GRANTS

Year Name of Foundation

Ministry of Science, Israel

Working paper: characterizing and diagnosing children with

2007 handwriting difficulties.

PI: Dr. Esther Adi-Japha

(co-PI: Prof. Avi Karni, Haifa U. and Dr. Hilla Ben Pazi, Shaare Tzedek
Medical Center, as researchers)

Ministry of Education

2011-2012 The relation between kindergarten visou-motor skill acquisition and first
grade achievements in reading, math, and writing
PI: Dr. Esther Adi-Japha

Israel Science Foundation (ISF)

2014-2015 Skill acquisition in kindergarten children compared to second grade
students and adults
PI: Dr. Esther Adi-Japha

Israel Science Foundation (ISF): Workshop.

Procedural and declarative memory, language acquisition, and
2016-2017 cognitive processes: developmental trajectories and impairments in
monolingual and bilingual children

PIs: Prof. Esther Adi-Japha, Prof. Sharon Armon Lotem, Dr. Carmit
Altman, Prof. Joel Walters (Submitted through BIU)

Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Social Services

2018-2019 Writing the National Early Childhood Education Curriculum

PI: Prof. Esther Adi-Japha

The MOFET Institute

Motor Skill Learning across Toddlers with Differing Language Skills
2019-2020 PI: Dr. Mona S. Julius (Levinsky College), Co-PI: Prof. Esther Adi-
Japha (BIU), Prof. Shari DeVeney

(University of Nebraska, Omaha, USA)

(Submitted through Levinsky College)

Ministry of Education

2022-2024

Assessment of the instability in early childhood education settings due to

the Corona epidemic: Implications for education staff, parents, and
2026-2027 children.

PI: Dr. Anat Moed and Prof. Esther Adi-Japha

National Insurance Research Funds

2022-2023 Early Childhood Allowances and Academic Achievements: The Impact
of Allowance Cut in 2003 on Meitzav Test Scores.
PI: Esther Adi-Japha. Co-PI: Yossi Shavit (TAU)
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Year Name of Foundation

Ministry of Education

2024-2027 Evaluation of a Diploma course for daycare caregivers

PI: Yair Ziv (Haifa Univ.) & Esther Adi-Japha

Ministry of Regional Cooperation

Procedural Learning in Neurodevelopmental Continuums (Acronym:
PLINK)

2025-2026
PI: Yafit Gabay (Haifa Univ.)

Co-PI: George Spanoudis & Timothy Papadopoulos, University of
Cyprus. Esther Adi-Japha, Bar-Ilan University.

Israel Science Foundation (ISF)

2026-2029 Effect of Shape Presentation Modality on the Development of Shape
Identification, Copying and Building
PI: Dr. Michal Hochhauser and Prof. Esther Adi-Japha

AWARDS /HONORS/FELLOWSHIPS/WORKING-PROJECTS FUNDING

Year Name of Foundation
1993 Julius Goodman Memorial Prize in Theoretical Physics (Caltech).
1993 Zvi Shindel Prize on Excelling Thesis (Hebrew University).
1997 The Hebrew University (UK friends) Post-Doctoral Fellowship.
Sha’arei Tzedek Hospital, Israel
2004 ADHD and Dysgraphia
PIs: Prof Ruth Shalev & Dr. Esther Adi-Japha
The Gonda Center for Brain Research, Bar-Ilan University.
2004 Time domain source localization based on EEG recordings in Epilepsy

PIs: Dr. Esther Adi-Japha & Prof. Miriam Neufeld (Sourasky Medical
Center) (Submitted through BIU)

2012 Rector's grant (for 2010, Very-Good ISF)

Rector's grant (for 2011, Very-Good ISF)

2014
Schnitzer Foundation, Bar-Ilan University
2015 Organization of the 3" yearly conference of the Israeli universities’ early
childhood education programs, Bar-Ilan University.
PI: Prof. Esther Adi-Japha
Schnitzer Foundation, Bar-Ilan University
2019 Organization of the 7" yearly conference of the Israeli universities’ early

childhood education programs, Bar-Ilan University.
PI: Prof. Esther Adi-Japha
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Year Name of Foundation

University of Nebraska at Omaha, University Committee for Research
and Creative Activities (UCRCA), faculty grant

2019-2021 Motor skill learning across toddlers with differing language skills

PI: Prof. Shari DeVeney (University of Nebraska, Omaha, USA). Co-PI:
Dr. Mona S. Julius (Levinsky College), Prof. Esther Adi-Japha (BIU).

Bar-Ilan Dangoor Centre for Personalized Medicine

2020-2021 Sad but happy in corona times: The investigation of a mixed emotion
intervention in preschool children
PI: Prof. Esther Adi-Japha

Bar-Ilan grant for interdisciplinary research

2020-2021 The contribution of musical training to the engineering students
specializing in integrated nanoscales circuits.
PI: Prof. Esther Adi-Japha

Bar-Ilan AI Convergence

Al-based personalization as a classificatory infrastructure in multilingual
education, with particular attention to recognition, care, pedagogical

2026-2027 authority, and educational equity

PIs: Prof. Denisa Reshef, Prof. Esther Adi-Japha, Prof. Elinor Saiegh-
Haddad
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COURSES TAUGHT/TEACING EXPERIENCE

Undergraduate:

Critical periods 2005-2011 Seminar BA
Brain and language 2004-2017 Term A BA
Early childhood curricular programs 2004-2011 Yearly course BA
Graduate:

Sensory-motor development 2005-2015 Yearly course MA
Sensory motor development: (online) 2016-present Term A MA
Developmental disorders 2012-present Term B MA
Brain and language: introductory course (online) 2017-present Term A MA
Learning in early childhood 2012-present Seminar MA
Learning memory and attention 2011-present Term A MA

MAIN RESEARCH INTERESTS

1. Cognitive Development in Early Childhood (typical development and developmental disabilities)

1.1 Motor Skill Learning and Physical Activity

1.1.1  Motor-skill learning in early childhood

1.1.2 Associations between motor-skill learning and literacy skills.

1.1.3 Motor skill learning in Developmental Disabilities (DLD, ADHD, DCD, ASD) and Bilingualism.
1.2 Associations between perception and construction

2. Creativity and Cognitive Flexibility.

2.1 Children’s drawings (TD, ASD, DLD)

2.2 STEAM Education: Learning Math & Arts

3. Childcare Staff, Childcare Quality and the effect of childcare on children's development

Organized scientific conferences

International conferences and workshops
March 2017: Israel Science Foundation international workshop

Procedural and declarative memory, language acquisition, and cognitive processes:
developmental trajectories and impairments in monolingual and bilingual children.

Esther Adi-Japha, Sharon Armon Lotem, Carmit Altman & Joel Walters. Bar-Ilan
University, Israel.

July 2020: European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction (EARLI),
Special Interest Group (SIG) 5: Learning and development in early childhood.

Early Childhood education: Growing up in dynamic changing times

Esther Adi-Japha, Ornit Spektor-Levy & Carmit Altman. Due to Covid-19 situation,
virtual conference.

July 2022 European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction (EARLI),
Special Interest Group (SIG) 5: Learning and development in early childhood.
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Early Childhood education: Changing times in ECEC: New opportunities for fostering
development and improving sustainability.

Pauline Slot, Bodine Romijn, Esther Adi-Japha. Utrecht, The Nethelands.

National conferences

April 1997: Interdisciplinary Center for Neural Computation, The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.

The brain-mind day,
Esther Adi-Japha.
December 2007:  Psychology Department, Bar-Ilan University

Language and artwork: Children's interpretation of their production. An exhibition
(Curator: Noa Tal), and an evening session,

Esther Adi-Japha & Rachel Ben-Ari.
February The Early Childhood Education University programs workshop

2013-2023: For the last 9 years representatives from all early childhood education programs in
Israeli universities (I represent BIU since 2013) organize this 1 day workshop. Each
year the event takes place in a different university. Last year organizing committee:
Esther Adi-Japha, Dorit Aram, Edith Blit-Cohen and Yair Ziv,

February The Israeli Conference on Cognition Research, Akko.

2017-2026: For the last 9 years this 3 day conference takes place in Akko. I am part of the
organizing committee for the last 5 years. This year a virtual conference is held.
Esther Adi-Japha, Shahar Arzy, Boaz Ben David, Morre Goldshmith, Nurit Grunau,
Yoav Kessler and Dominique Lamy.

PROFESSIONAL FUNCTIONS :

(Membership in non-scientific committees/Roles in the department and the University/ International and
national scientific committees/Editorial Board/Keynote in conferences)

Year Activity

Membership in non-scientific committees- Nonpaid activities:

Contribution to the Society

2014-2016 Member of the National forum on learning, Psychological Counseling
Service, Ministry of Education

2015-2019 A member of the "Misgarot Tehila" steering committee incorporating the
government (Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Social Services), JDC
(Joint Distribution Committee) and academia for intervention program in
Israeli childcare centers.

2016-2017 A member of the indicators committee, Early Childhood Education,
Ministry of Education.

2018-2022 Special committee for early childhood education, Ministry of Education.

2020-2023 A member of the URBANDOS steering committee, promoting the well-

being of young children in cities from the prenatal period up to the age of
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5. The Bernard Van-Leer Foundation and the Israeli Green Building
Council.

2021 Ministry of Education — Preschool Education Department —Special Group
for testing Corona effects on early childhood education.
2022-2023 Ministry of Education — Early Childhood specialist consultant group
Contribution to the Faculty of Education and the Bar-Ilan University
Faculty of Education
2008-2020 Coordinator — Young researchers club.

2010-2014 and
2016-current

Head, the Child Development Program (30+ students per year)

2017-current

In charge of the statistics studies at the School of Education.

2023-current

Vice-dean for research faculty of Education

Bar-Ilan University

2018-2020 University character committee

2020-2021 The school of graduate studies permanent committee
2023-current Appointment and promotions committee
2023-currnt BIU institutes’ committee

2023-current

The Audit committee

Key role in the national and international scientific community:

Contribution to the scientific society

International

2019-2023 Coordinator, the European Association for Research on Learning and
Instruction (EARLI), SIG 5 (Learning and development in early
childhood Special Interest Group)
The coordinator is responsible for the activity of the SIG and
organization of its bi-year conference. SIG 5 has 100 registered members,
and about 200 participants in its Bi-year conferences. EARLI SIG 5
Coordinator:
National

2009-2011 Membership in a research group - Measuring the immeasurable — the Van-
Leer Institute

2014-2015 Committee membership - Inequality and education: The effect of rising
economic inequality on educational attainment and achievement —The
Initiative for Applied Education Research. Israel Academy of Sciences
and Humanities.

2015 Member of the Malag (The Council for Higher Education) committee for
the approval of the program in early childhood education at the Talpiot
College
Organizing committee - The Israeli Conference on Cognition Research -
The yearly Israeli conference on cognition research.

2018-2020 Misgarot Tehila- Early Childhood Education and Care Quality
Committee, Ministry of work and Wellfare

2022 Early Childhood Education Committee Ministry of Education
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2025-current Head - Professional committee — Early childhood program in professional
high schools, Ministry of Education.

2025-current Coordinator, the Isracli Conference for Educational Research (ICER) -
Learning and development in early childhood Special Interest Group.

Editorial work

2017-current Editorial Board, Frontiers in Psychology, Cognition section — Review
Editor.

2019-2020 Editorial Board, Psychological Bulletin, Consulting Editor

2022-2024 Editorial Board, Early Childhood Research Quarterly

Kevynote in Conference

2019 Invited Keynote: Creativity, Utrecht University — The Netherlands: The
non-existent object task

2021 Organizer of an Invited Symposium — EARLI 2021 Gothenburg

2022 Invited Symposium EARLI SIG 5 2022 Utrecht. NL.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Reviewer
Journals (Alphabetic order, repeated reviewing): Animal Cognition; Applied Psycholinguistics;

Autism Research and Treatment; Behavioral and Brain Sciences; BioMed Central Neuroscience;
BMC-Pediatrics; British Journal of Developmental Psychology; Child Development; Cognitive
Development; Conciseness and Cognition; Contemporary Educational Psychology; Cortex;
Developmental Psychology; Developmental Review; Early Childhood Research Quarterly; Early
Childhood and Development; Frontiers in Psychology; Frontiers in Human Neuroscience; Infant
Behavior and Development; Journal of Cognitive Education and Psychology, Journal of Experimental
Child Psychology; Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools; Neuroscience &
Biobehavioral Reviews; Neurobiology of Learning and Memory; Neuropsychology; Perceptual and
Motor Skills; PLoS ONE; Psychiatry Research; Psychonomic Bulletin & Review; Research in
Developmental Disabilities. Overall: 30 different journals (repeated reviews in many).

Institutions (Alphabetic order, repeated reviewing): German-Israel Foundation for Scientific
Research and Development (GIF). Israel Science Foundation (ISF); Ministry of Education (Chief
Scientist); National Institute for Psychobiology (Israel).

Organized Svmposia in scientific conferences

Organization of International Conference Symposia in Scientific Meetings

Sept. 2008: Esther Adi-Japha & Rosario Mantegna. Workshop I: Large databases in
biomedical complex system research; Workshop II: Large databases in social and
economic complex system research; The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. A
parallel activity to the 4™ European Conference of Complex Systems.

July 2011: Esther Adi-Japha & Nira Mashal: Cognitive Flexibility- Neural and Educational
Aspects. Symposium presented at the International Association for Cognitive
Education and Psychology (IACEP) conference, Boston.

July 2014: Esther Adi-Japha: Developmental differences in skill learning: from basic science
to the clinic. Presented at the Mid-Year conference of the International
Neuropsychological Society (ISN), Jerusalem, Israel.

July 2015: Esther Adi-Japha & Nira Mashal: Language and learning in autistic spectrum
disorder, intellectual disability, and specific language impairment. Symposium
presented at the International Association for Cognitive Education and
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Sept. 2017:

March 2019:

August 2022:

July 2025:

Sept. 2025:

Psychology (IACEP) conference, Greece.

Esther Adi-Japha: The role of play in advancing child learning and well-being.
European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction (EARLI), 17th
Biennial, Tampere, Finland.

Yafit Gabay & Esther Adi-Japha: Symposium organization: Learning Processes in
Neurodevelopmental Disorders. International Convention on Psychological
Science, Paris.

Yafit Gabay & Esther Adi-Japha: Symposium organization: Procedural and
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1993 Spring school in High Energy Physics, Trieste, Italy: The Solution to Wheeler-DeWitt is Eight.
1995 Multiscale Phenomena, Eilat, Israel: The Dynamics of Children's Drawings.

1995 2nd International Summer School in Cognitive Science, Sofia: The Dynamics of Children's
Drawings.

1996 the 11th meeting of SCRIPT, Maale Hahamisha, Israel: Precursors to Representation in Scribbles
of 2-3 Year Olds.

1997 Multiscale Phenomena, Eilat, Israel: Reductionism in Children's graphic expression.

1997 The 8th biennial conference of the international graphonomics society, Genova, Italy: Emergence
of representation in drawing: the relationship between kinematic and referential aspects.

1999 The 9th biennial conference of the international graphonomics society, Singapore: Development of
handwriting as a domain of skilled performance.

2001 The European Sociaty for Cognitive Systems. Special Workshop "Multidisciplinary Aspects of
Learning" 17-19 January 2002, Clichy (Paris), France

2002 Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Israeli Sociaty for Neuroscince (ISFN). Eilat, December. Writing
and Dysgraphia in ADHD.

2005 European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction (EARLI), Eleventh Biennial
Conference Nicosia Cyprus. The relation between language, drawing and sculpturing: A
representational view.

2006 Society for Neuroscience, 36" annual meeting, Atlanta, USA: Less selective motor memory
consolidation in childhood: Reduced susceptibility to interference.

2007 European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction (EARLI), 12th Biennial,
Budapest, Hungary: Less selective motor memory consolidation in childhood: reduced susceptibility to
interference.

2008 SigWriting (of EARLI), Lund, Sweden. ADHD and Dysgraphia: Underlying mechanisms.

2008: Large databases in social and economic complex system research, a parallel workshop activity to
the 4th European Conference of Complex Systems, Jerusalem: Large databases vs. Individual analysis.

2009: Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD), Denver, Colorado: Relations between
parenting quality and cognitive performance of children experiencing varying amounts of childcare.

2009: Israel Motor Days in Jerusalem, an International Workshop: A shift in task routines during the
learning of a motor skill: group averaged data may mask critical phases in the individuals' acquisition of

skilled performance.

2010: Measuring the immeasurable Summary of the work of the Israeli research group, Van Lear
institute: Cognitive flexibility in drawings of bilingual children.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

2011: Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD), Montréal, Canada: Cognitive flexibility in
drawings of bilingual children.

2011: International Association for Cognitive Education and Psychology conference, Boston: Cognitive
flexibility in drawings of bilingual children; and Relations between parenting quality and cognitive
performance of children experiencing varying amounts of childcare.

2012. The Eighth Computational Motor Control Workshop at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.
Motor learning in developmental disabilities.

2013. Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD), Seattle: (a) Using a grpho-motor symbol task
for studying skill acquisition in children with language impairment. (b) Four- and 5-year-olds' labeling
and drawing of mixed emotions.

2014 The Tenth Computational Motor Control Workshop at Ben-Gurion University: Graphpo-motor skill
learning task as a predictor of academic achievements in early school years.

2014: The 1* Israel Society on Cognitive Research, Akko, Israel: Skill learning in children.

2014: International Workshop on Learning and Memory Consolidation, San-Sebastien Spain: Graphpo-
motor skill learning task as a predictor of academic achievements in early school years.

2014: Mid-Year conference of the International Neuropsychological Society (ISN), Jerusalem, Israel:
Graphpo-motor skill learning task as a predictor of academic achievements in early school years.

2014. Earli Sig 5- Learning and Development in Early Childhood, Jyvéskyl4, Finland: Developmental
differences in skill learning

2014. The Society for the Neurobiology of language, Amsterdam: Atypical skill acquisition in children
with language impairment.

2015. International Association for Cognitive Education and Psychology (IACEP) conference, Greece.
Graphpo-motor skill learning task as a predictor of academic achievements in early school years.

16™ Biennial Conference Earli 2015 (European Association for Learning and Instruction). The use of
representational means in the articulation of scientific knowledge by young children.

2016: Earli Sig 5- Learning and Development in Early Childhood, Porto: Portugal
Identifying child-staff ratios that promote peer skills in child care.

2016: Earli Sig 22- Neuroscience and Education. Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Adjusting learning
protocols to aid learning in developmental disorders.

2016. International conference on memory. Budapest: Hungary. 1. Adjusting skill learning protocols to
aid learning and consolidation in developmental disorders. 2. Beyond age: A developmental perspective
of the dependence of skill learning on conditions.

2017. 17th Biennial Conference Earli (European Association for Learning and Instruction). 1. Drawing
of facial expressions and the understanding of mixed-emotions. 2. Adjusting Skill Learning Protocols to
Aid Learning in Developmental Disorders. Helsinky.

2018. Jean Piajet Society. Drawing of facial expressions and the understanding of mixed-emotions.
Amsterdam.

2020. The 5% Israel Society on Cognitive Research, Akko, Israel: Intact Learning but Impaired Transfer
of a Grapho-Motor Task by Children with Developmental Coordination Disorder
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36.

2019. International Convention on Psychological (ICPS) Science, Paris. Early Friendships: Does a
Friend’s Presence in Daycare Promote Toddlers’ Prosocial Behavior toward Peers?

37.2019. 18h Biennial Conference EARLI (European Association for Learning and Instruction). A Friend’s

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

Presence in Daycare Promote Toddlers’ Prosocial Behavior Toward Peers. Berlin.

2019. The 6 Israel Society on Cognitive Research, Akko, Israel: Different post-training processes in
children's and adults' motor skill learning

2020: Earli Sig 5- Learning and Development in Early Childhood, Porto: Portugal
Identifying child-staff ratios that promote peer skills in child care.

2020. The 7* Israel Society on Cognitive Research, Akko, Israel: Skill learning in children. Procedural
and declarative memory in Developmental Language Disorder: evidence from kindergarten children.

2021. Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD), Virtual. Accepted as Flash talk presentation.
Cognitive flexibility in children with Developmental Language Disorder: How do they draw nonexistent
objects?

Intervention program for enhancing mixed-emotion understanding and adjustment to a new preschool.
Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on early childhood education and care, Nov. 2021, Bamberg,
Germany.

Intervention program for enhancing mixed-emotion understanding and adjustment to a new preschool.
Corona Days, April, 2022, Bar-Ilan University.

The association between caregivers' knowledge and beliefs about sleep and daily schedule, and infants'
sleep patterns in ECEC settings. EARLI SIG 5, July 2022, Utrecht, the Netherlands.

Cuts in Social Security Allowances during Early Childhood and Future Scholastic Achievements: a
Natural Experiment. EARLI SIG 5, July 2022, Utrecht, the Netherlands.

Symbol drawing for learning about mixed emotions. European Society for Cognitive Psychology,
August, 2022, Lille, France.

The impact of the procedural memory system on disorders of language development. European Society
for Cognitive Psychology, August 2022, Lille, France.

The 20th Biennial Conference EARLI (European Association for Learning and Instruction). Dot-to-dot
Practice Enhances Children's Handwriting. August 2023, Thessaloniki, Greece.

Motor skill learning across toddlers with varied language proficiency. EARLI SIG 5, July 2024, Warsaw,
Poland

Learning Processes in Neurodevelopmental Disorders. July 2025, ECP, Cyprus.

Procedural and Declarative learning in language disorders. August 2025, European Society on
Cognitive Psychology, UK.

The 21th Biennial Conference EARLI (European Association for Learning and Instruction). Dynamics of
Motor Skill Learning in American and Israeli Toddlers With Varied Language Proficiency. August
2025, Graz, Austria.

Earli Sig 28. Play. Can Creative Musical and Mathematical Thinking be Developed Among First and
Second Graders?. Reggio Emilia, Italy, June 2026.
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54. Earli Sig 5. Learning and Development in Early Childhood, Physical activity during an armed conflict: a
longitudinal study. Jyvaskyld, Finland, July 2026.

55. Earli Sig 5. Learning and Development in Early Childhood, Beyond Intention to Leave:

Depersonalization and Low Accomplishment as Drivers of Actual Turnover in Early Childhood
Settings. Jyvaskyld, Finland, July 2026.
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